WHAT’S IN A NAME?  CHRIST THE KING EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
1. A short history of the feast:  Christ the King Sunday was established in 1925; its familiar placement just before Advent came later.
· When and how: Pope Pius XI formally instituted the feast in the Roman Catholic calendar through his encyclical Quas primas, issued December 11, 1925, responding to requests from cardinals, bishops, and laypeople.
· Why: He intended it to counter growing secularism and nationalism (Fascism and Communism after WW1) affirming that ultimate allegiance belongs to Christ rather than any government or national ideology.
· Original date: It was assigned to the last Sunday in October, with its first regular celebration on October 31, 1926.
· Move to the end of the church year: Pope Paul VI’s 1969 calendar reform, implemented in 1970, moved it to the last Sunday of Ordinary Time—the Sunday immediately before Advent—making Christ’s reign the culminating theme of the liturgical year.
· Beyond Roman Catholicism: Lutheran, Anglican, and other Protestant churches subsequently adopted the observance. (1978 in Lutheran Book of Worship); it is included in the Revised Common Lectionary and is also called Reign of Christ Sunday.
2. 	A short history of Houston churches named CHRIST THE KING:
· 1928	Christ the King Catholic Church, 4419 North Main Street 
· 1945	Christ the King Evangelical Lutheran Church, 2353 Rice Boulevard (Mission established fall, 1944, first worship June 24, 1945)
· 1988	Christ the King Lutheran Church, Kingwood, 1988, charted 1989
· 1998	Christ the King Presbyterian Church (PCA)  1201 Silber Road

3.  Evangelical means centered in the Evangelium (Latin for Gospel). 
· It is the name most “Lutheran churches in Germany and several other nations are formally known by. 
· Today in America, in news and political conversation, it also frequently suggests conservative Protestantism associated with the religious right, particularly white evangelicals.

4. Lutheran in modern America identifies a Christian tradition rooted in Martin Luther and the sixteenth-century Reformation—not a single denomination or political outlook
· Its central conviction is that we are saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ, not by earning God’s favor through good works. Good works follow as a grateful response: loving and serving our neighbors.
· Lutheran identity also emphasizes:
· God’s gifts through the proclaimed gospel, Baptism, and Holy Communion.
· A diversity of churches and worship styles, rather than one uniform American expression.
· Put simply: “Lutheran” means belonging to a grace-centered Christian tradition shaped by the Reformation.
5. “We should not assume that the name ‘Lutheran’ explains itself. For us, it means a Christian tradition centered on God’s grace in Jesus Christ, received through faith rather than earned.”
6. A modest proposal for identifying our congregation:

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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