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REFORMATION SUNDAY
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
October 25, 2026 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 46; Romans 3:19-28; Saint John 8:31-36


In nomine Jesu!

 “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”
That sounds great—until someone tells us the truth about ourselves. Then we become like the people in John’s Gospel: “Excuse me, Jesus, we have never been slaves to anyone.” That is a bold claim from people whose national history included being overcome by Egypt, Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. That’s a bit like boasting, “No one controls me,” while spending every waking hour glued to a glowing screen.
We laugh because we recognize ourselves. We Americans love the word freedom. Yet we can become captive to fear, resentment, money, status, political tribes, and the need to win every argument online. Our thumbs may be free to scroll, but our hearts can still be stuck.
Six hundred years before Jesus, Jeremiah spoke to people whose world has fallen apart. God did not promise them a better public-relations campaign. God promised a new covenant: “I will put my torah within them; I will write it on their hearts.” Real reform does not begin in Washington or Austin or in someone else’s hardness of heart. It begins when God reorients the human heart.
That’s the Reformation message. Martin Luther did not encourage Christians to try harder, become louder, or defeat the right enemies. He proclaimed Saint Paul’s good news: we are justified by grace as a gift, through faith, apart from works of the law. In ordinary language: we do not need to earn God’s love. We can’t but it, perform for it, post our way into it, or vote our way to it. In Christ, God gives it.
Such grace is wonderfully bad news for our egos. We can’t brag. We can’t divide humanity into the righteous over here and the hopeless over there. “All have sinned,” Paul says—all—Republicans, Democrats, independents, people who avoid politics, pastors, deacons, parents — all means all.
This matters now, as so many are worried about groceries, gas, housing, healthcare, and the future; as democracy weighs on us; as immigration enforcement divides families and neighbors; and as polarization wounds communities. The Church’s worship must not become a campaign rally with stained glass and the Church’s people must not hide behind polite silence when people are harmed.
Psalm 46 proposes another way: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Therefore, we will not fear. Notice: the psalmist does not say that nothing is frightening. Mountains shake. Nations rage. Kingdoms totter. This psalm sounds like an off-the-rails group chat. Yet God remains actively present.
In times like these, Christ’s Church must be pastoral and prophetic: seeing the frightened person beneath the angry outburst while refusing lies, dehumanization, corruption, racism, cruelty, and the worship of power—whoever practices them. God calls us to tell the truth, act peacefully, demand accountability, seek the common good, welcome immigrants as neighbors not statistics, and care for families crushed by excessive costs.
Those of you who are young need not inherit our worst habits. Instead of asking, “Did my side win?” Ask: “Who is being forgotten? Is this true? Does this protect my neighbor? Where is Christ calling me?” Your baptismal identity is deeper than your algorithm. TikTok knows what keeps you watching; Jesus knows what makes you free.
Christian freedom is not permission to do whatever we want. It is freedom from having to save ourselves, and therefore freedom for service. Freed by grace, we can act – and vote -- with conscience; speak with humility; organize with courage; share our bread, protect the vulnerable, and care for those with whom we deeply disagree. 
God places this freedom into our hands at the table. In bread and wine, Christ gives us himself—his forgiveness and life—for anxious, divided people. In Christ there is neither red nor blue, nor indifferent table, but one table, one Savior, one Lord, one love inviting and valuing all.
At Christ’s table, the Spirit reforms us again. We come with clenched fists and leave with open hands. Christ, “given for you,” sends us in the Spirit to feed the hungry, welcome the stranger, seek truth, resist cruelty, and practice the difficult freedom of love.
The Reformation we celebrate today is not a museum exhibit about a monk, a door, and an impressive lack of indoor plumbing. It is God’s ongoing work of bringing the church back to Jesus Christ. Ecclesia semper reformanda: the church is always being reformed—not by every fashionable idea, but by the living Word of God.
That Word tells the truth: sin is real, including our own. That Word gives a promise: Christ sets us free. That Word sends us out: not to conquer those we label “enemies,” but to love them.
As political ads grow loud, hear God’s still strong voice: “Be still, and know that I am God.” When shame says you are your worst mistake, hear Jesus: “You are free indeed.” When fear tells you to hate, remember the love – the covenant - written on your heart.
God is our refuge. Christ is our freedom. Love is our song. At this table, the Holy Spirit gathers, nourishes, and reforms us; from this table, the Holy Spirit sends us—free in Christ, alive with hope, and ready to love this beloved country with truth, courage, humility, and joy. This is exactly the spirit, the faithful, fearless, public stance, that Luther encouraged when he counseled, in times like these, to “sin boldly….and believe more boldly still.” So, let’s get to it! Amen.
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